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Elizabeth W. Russell 
42 Howell St. 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 

William Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection.Agency 
401 M Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

Ethyl Corporation's application to the EPA for approval of "HiTec 
3000" should be denied. This new gasoline additive, touted by 
Ethyl as "environmentally safe," contains manganese, a toxic 
heavy metal known to produce symptoms of Parkinson's disease at 
high doses. Adding "HiTec 3000" to gasoline will release into 
the environment large amounts of manganese, whose long-term 
effects on human health are unknown. 

Ethyl Corporation's last experimental exposure of the entire 
population of our nation to a toxic heavy metal began in 1925, 
when they were the first to champion the. use of lead additives in 
gasoline. Leaded gas has, in the last 65 years, been a major 
contributing cause of chronic lead poisoning in millions of 
children around the world. 

Ethyl must not be allowed to conduct another such experiment as 
they reap great profits in the name of helping the environment! 
I strongly urge that you deny Ethyl Corporation's application for 
"HiTec 3000." 

Most sincerely, 

IA^AU iiI LZ^AJIA 
Elizabeth W. Russell 
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1851 Gilardy Drive 
Concord, CA 94518 
November 12 ,1990 

William K. Reilly 
EPA Administrator 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I have read with much concern about Ethyl Corporation's application to use MMT. The jury is still 
out on the effect this might h8ve on our environment. There is a strong possibility that it could 
cause as much damage as lead has. 

I urge you to reject this application by Ethyl Corporation. 

Sincerely, 

Sharon S. Boyle 

SSB:s 

'• \ 
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6700 Belmont, No. 8 
Houston, Texas 77005 

November 5, 1990 

William K. Reilly 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

We are writing concerning the application by the Ethyl Corporation for 
approval from your agency of a new gasoline additive called methycyclopentadienyl 
manganese tricarbonyl (MMT). The use of another heavy metal additive in gasoline, 
namely lead, has had many negative consequences, a number of them we are just 
beginning to control. 

At high dose, manganese is a human neurotoxin. We feel very strongly that the 
health effects and potential toxicity of chronic, low-dose exposvire to manganese should 
be thoroughly understood and carefully documented before the EPA acts on Ethyl's 
application. 

We urge the Environmental Protection Agency to proceed cautiously in its 
review of MMT. 

Sincerely, 

(<AluU %uJ-^-&M. kdjL*k<v~~ 
Lawrence D. Stern 
Renee Freedman Stern 

5 . 



RECEIVED 
EPA 

CORR. CONTROL 

90N0V16 A | | : 23 

8 d 



P.9 

ZI^A^KZ zz^zz r '..__̂ i_ 
CU 6UA E Q ^ W&*jd&-s\ Q ^u^aJr yjALCQj C j ^ o 

AV.AVCT-

.2^.Ty.T/^Z.^ ..Q^TA^. 

Po£T^Crfc vn( 4 ?OD92 



IQUIHOO -mo 

Vc'3 

03A13033 



P.11 

EOF and Cancer Researchers 
Join to Save the Pacific Yew 
P rominent cancer researchers and ten 

environmental groups joined EDF in 
petitioning Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan 
to list the Pacific ywi(Taxus brevifolia) 
as a threatened speciesvunder the En
dangered Species Act. Susyltaneously 
the American C ancer Society 
to "take any and all actions to prfr 
Pacific yew as a 'threatened species* 

The bark of the tree, a slow-growin*; 
species found mainly in the ancient forests 
of the Pacific Northwest, is the only 
known source of taxol, one of the most 
promising new drugs for treating various 
cancers, including advanced ovarian can
cer. A shortage of natural taxol is constrain
ing medical research, and all attempts to 
synthesize the drug have failed. 

"It is incredible that the Pacific yew 
receives virtually no protection on either 
private or public lands, in view of its 
rarity and importance to cancer research 
and treatment," said EDF attorney-sci
entist Bruce S. Manheim, who drafted 
the petition to Lujan. 

The Pacific yew was once found widely 
in forests from Alaska to central Cali
fornia, but it has been seriously depleted 
by heavy logging. According to one 
estimate, only 5% of original Pacific yew 
habitat in ancient forests remains. 

The thin bark of the yew makes 
particularly vulnerable to clearcut loj 
and burning. Moreover, the yew doe/not 
grow fast enough to reestablish itself in 
tree plantations during the typyral 50-to 
80 year rotation. 

Taxol's extraordinary effectiveness as 
an anti-cancer compound was shown in a 
recent trial in which it produced a positive 
response in 30% of ovarian cancer patients 
who had not responded to previous 
treatment. Preliminary results from other 

Attorney• scientist MrucdsS. Manheim has 
worked with 30 states to develop programs to 
protect endangered wild planfkspecies. 

studies suggest that taxol ma^also help 
in treating breast cancer, non-small cell 
lung/cancer, head, neck, and stomach 
cancers, and malignant melanoma. \ 

Listing the Pacific yew as a threatened 
/species would authorize the FederalN 
Government to protect the species from 
habitat destruction and commercial ex
ploitation. It would permit a controlled 
sustainable harvest for medical research 
while prohibiting unauthorized collection 
of the tree for other purposes. 

"The yew is a tangible example of the 
need to protect forests and the myriad 

Task Force to Study 
Fast-Food Trash 
Continued from page 1. 
it has the clout and the ability to make 
this an important study by transforming 
the recommendations into an impressive 
set of actions. Thp^oint study could have 
broad implications for all producers and 
users of plague and paper packaging, in 
both foojyand non-food industries," 
Denisoffsaid. 

'upp emphasized the unique nature 
task force. "We hope this process 

/ill demonstrate how business and en
vironmental groups with very different 
perspectives can nevertheless work to
gether to improve the environment," he 
said. "At the same time, our agreement 
provides for each organization to preserve 
its independence and integrity." He 
emphasized that EDF will continue to 
pursue strong legislation and litigation 
on solid waste issues. 

Press Reaction to Joint Announcement 

"Big Mac Joins With Big Critic 
To Cut Trash" 

—The Wall Street Journal 

"...may break ground in the fight to 
protect the environment." 

—The Boston Globe 

"The concept of peaceful negotiation of 
^differences may not find many takers in 

ne Middle East. But it's gained new life 
here at home between a major envi-
ronrnental group that usually sues 
wasteNproducers and one of its most 
ikely targets, the giant McDonald's 

fast-food^chain." 
The Tribune, Oakland, California 
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A New Idea from the Folks Who Gave Us Leaded Gas 
By EDFtoxicologist Dr. Ellen K. Silbergeld, 
who was the only environmentalist to 
appear before the Environmental Protec
tion Agency (EPA) to urge rejection of an 
application to use a manganese-based 
compound as a gasoline additive. 

I n 1925, the Ethyl Corporation intro
duced its new gasoline additive, tetra

ethyl lead, as "a gift of God." It took us 
over 50 years to realize how diabolical 
this "gift" proved to be. The hard-won 

removal oi most lead 
from gasoline repre
sents one of EPA's 
most significant pub
lic health achieve
ments. I am proud to 
have participated 
with EDF in that 
victory. 

Now, in 1990, 
Ethyl comes bearing 

yet another gift, methycyclopentadienyl 
manganese tricarbonyl (MMT), and asks 
EPA to approve it as an octane-enhancing 
gasoline additive. To this offering, EPA 
must just say "No." 

Lead poisoning is an epidemic in the 
U.S. Even after considerable reductions 

ELLEN K. SILBERGELD 

H3E3EEX2I 

Amazingly, in light of the history 
of leaded gasoline, Ethyl finds it 
unnecessary to do anything more 
in 1990 than it did in 1925. 

(Ife-jteK M&M^^3*tf&Mfe^^^.^H^r#j1 

have been imposed on the use of lead in 
gasoline—only after prolonged debate 
and litigation, it should be noted—we are 
just now confronting the extraordinarily 
difficult challenge of cleaning up the 
residues of lead fallout from playgrounds, 
roadsides, and backyards in America. 

The parallels between Ethyl's 1990 
proposal to use manganese and its 1925 
lead proposal are chilling. The exclusive 
justification for each additive is its 
purported effect on emissions of hydro
carbons and nitrous oxides from cars. No 
data were or are given on the potential 
cumulative health effects of massive 
inputs of a toxic metal into the environ
ment, its deposition on surface dusts and 
soils, or its long-term fate and pathways 
of exposure to humans. 

In 1925, Ethyl argued that the amounts 
of lead to be added to gasoline were negli
gible and that lead was only toxic at the 
high doses encountered in certain in
dustrial settings. In 1990, it argues that 

With ever-increasing numbers of cars on the 
road, manganese added to gasoline would— 
like lead—accumulate in the environment 
with potentially tragic results, particularly in 
urban areas. 

the manganese releases to the environ
ment will be insignificant and that man
ganese is only toxic at high doses in 
industrial settings. 

In both cases, the critical national 
importance of accepting Ethyl's additive 
is argued. In a well-funded ad campaign 
claiming that MMT can reduce tailpipe 
emissions, Ethyl is seeking to exploit 
public concern over pollutants in global 
and local air. The purported reductions, 
if any, are very small and are over
whelmed by the health costs of exposure 
to manganese. 

Amazingly, in light of the history of 
leaded gasoline, Ethyl finds it unnecessary 
to do anything more in 1990 than it did in 
1925. Ignoring contrary evidence, it 
selectively cites bits of data to support its 
contention that the use of MMT will not 
increase airborne manganese concentra
tions over cities, and provides no data on 
the impacts of manganese additives on 
manganese levels in other parts of the 
environment. It presents no in-depth 
review of the health effects of manganese, 
nor—more important—any discussion 
of critical gaps in the data about manga
nese toxicity that must be filled before a 
decision that could release many thou
sands of tons of manganese to the 
environment can be approved. 

The data on manganese are relatively 
sparse compared to lead—we have not 
yet conducted a massive human experi

ment with manganese. But both what we 
know and what we do not know about the 
likely toxic effects of adding large amounts 
of manganese to the environment must 
persuade EPA to reject this application. 

We know that manganese at high 
dose is a demonstrated human neurotoxin, 
with persistent and irreversible patho
logical effects on brain structure and 
resulting severe impairments in move
ment and mental state. We have indica
tions that manganese may also selectively 
affect the fetus, the young, and the aged. 

We do not know what the long-term 
chronic, low-dose effects of human expo
sure to manganese are. We do not know 
what a "safe" level of manganese expo
sure is, particularly for the young or the 
aged who may be at increased risk. We do 
not know if manganese is carcinogenic, 
although there is evidence that it can 
break DNA, which may indicate cancer-
causing potential. 

But from our tragic experience with 
lead, we know a great deal about the 
likely cumulative effects of such a use 
upon human exposure. We know that 
thegradual contamination of the environ
ment by manganese will not be readily 
reversed. We know that manganese will 

Society cannot afford to repeat 
the public health catastrophe 
associated with the use of lead 
in gasoline. 

**, J». .*?w it; wwwi'b&zs 

accumulate in many places—particularly 
in urban dusts and soils—that are subject 
to intensive human interaction and that 
will be sources of direct human exposure 
to manganese. 

We rarely have an opportunity to 
apply the clear lessons of 50 years of 
very similar experience. To disregard 
these lessons by approving the widespread 
and inevitably dispersive use of man
ganese would be to invite repetition of 
the public health catastrophe associated 
with the use of lead as a gasoline additive 
since 1925. Society cannot afford such a 
repetition. EDF is urging EPA to reject 
this new application and immediately 
suspend all currently permitted use of 
manganese as a gasoline additive in the 
United States. 

EDF MEMBER ACTION ALERT 
Concerned members can help by writing to 
EPA Administrator William K. Reilly 
(Washington, DC 20460) urging him to 
reject Ethyl's application to use MMT. 
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Dear 

I would like to recofnmend that you 

AA 

This action is a vital addition to the burgeoning movement to 

restore the earth and its species whose existence humankind has so 

shamelessly imperiled. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

zd;~/„ 
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Ethyl has until November 6th to convince EPA to approve 
HiTec 3000. And it has been running full page ads in major 
newspapers in a shameless effort to lure the public and the 
Administration into believing that its new additive is safe. 

This is one of those rare chances we have to nip an 
environmental disaster in the bud. Here are the 3 steps I ask 
you to take immediately: 

1. Add vour name to our "Open Letter to the EPA" to appear 
in a major newspaper advertisement from EDF (see the 
enclosed draft) to help us tell the real story on Ethyl 
Corporation to newspaper readers. 

2. Double the power of your protest by writing a short 
personal note to Administrator William K. Reilly, 
Environmental Protection Agency (401 M Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20460). 

3. Send your generous gift to support the newspaper ad and 
to help EDF continue this critical campaign. 

You know that EDF can get results. Our persistent campaign 
against leaded gasoline helped win its large scale phasedown 
during the 1970's. But this was a battle we might never have 
had to fight, had Ethyl Corporation acted responsibly from the 
start. 

You see, the hazardous potential of the original lead 
gasoline additive was never a secret to Ethyl. Back in 1925, 40 
workers at Ethyl's first plant were stricken with lead poisoning 
and five of them died from it. But Ethyl Corp. ignored the 
obvious warning sign -- that these cases of acute poisoning 
foreshadowed a possibly tremendous chronic problem . . . once 
millions of tons of lead-laden car exhaust were pumped ino the 
environment. 

We simply can't let Ethyl Corp. put another toxic heavy 
metal additive in gasoline! There's no reason to open our 
environment to a new health hazard. We can't tolerate future 
unknown clean-up costs when this problem is altogether 
preventable today. And with your help, and the 3-step plan I've 
sketched above, we won't have to! 

Ethyl Corporation managed to fool the public once . . . and 
the resulting damage to the environment and public health, much 
of it irreparable, is done. All we can say now is "Shame on 
them." 

But if we let them do it again, shame on us! 

Yours truly, . 

Fred Krupp 
Executive Director 

P.S. Please sign and return immediately the Authorization to add 
your name to our Open Letter. I must receive it no later 
than October 29th to meet our newspaper deadline. And 
thanks in advance for your help! 
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JL , , Office of the Executive Director 
Environmental Defense Fund 

257 Park Avenue South 
NewYork, NY 10010 

" * 1048 00002 1 ZP 0.205 BFED285A * " 

Mr. David D. Dettman 
308 S Main 
PERRYTONTX 79070-3148 October 16, 1990 

Dear Mr. Dettman: 

I've had just about enough of the Ethyl Corporation. Aau 
once I tell you about the scheme that they're trying to put over 
on the U.S. population, I think you'll agree. 

• The Ethyl Corporation of America is asking the EPA to 
approve a gasoline additive it calls "HiTec 3000." 

• Ethyl Corp. has launched a full-blown ad campaign that 
misrepresents this new additive as both safe and 
environmentally beneficial. 

• In reality, "HiTec 3000" contains manganese, a (toxic 
heavy metal known to produce symptoms of Parkinson's 
disease at high doses. 

• Adding "HiTec 3000" to gasoline will release into the 
environment large amounts of manganese, whose long-term 
effects on human health are unknown. 

In other words, the Ethyl Corporation wants permission to 
use the entire U.S. population as test subjects in a very 
profitable experiment on chronic exposure to a toxic heavy 
metal. 

And it won't be the first time! 

Since 1925, Ethyl Corporation has championed the use of 
leaded gas, and has been the chief supplier of lead 
gasoline additives now known to have been a major 
contributing cause of chronic lead poisoning affecting 
millions of children around the world. 

New research reveals a virtual lead poisoning epidemic 
among our nation's children, both urban and rural, rich and 
poor. Much of that lead -- ingested from dust and dirt in yards 
and playgrounds -- came out of the tailpipes of cars that burned 
leaded gas over the past 65 years. Cleaning up this 
contamination will be both slow and expensive. 

Now, for the sake of its own profit, Ethyl Corporation is 
again ready to put our environment and public health at serious 
risk. 

Luckily, you and I have until November 6th to stop them. 

(over, please) 
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Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator willian K. Reilly 
Washington, DC 20460 

November 24th, 1990 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

I am writing to you to urge you to reject Ethyl Corporations 
application to use MMT as a new additive to gas. 

1 am a mother of an infant boy and I am terrified to think of what 
kind of environment he has to survive in through his first years. 
Isn't it enough that he already has to be concerned <&hbreathing 
in exhaust fumes and eating snow (kids really want to eat snow -
they all have to breathe !) close to high-traffic areas ? Please 
let me not have to worry about him getting a totally new and 
perhaps unrecognizable poisoning after being exposed to high 
levels of manganese tricarbonyl. I know it took decades for the 
legislators to ban lead in gasoline and house paint and our 
children are still paying for it. 

I have heard that Ethyl has presented some questionable and 
incomplete data to get their application accepted. Your 
organisation exists to protect the environment for all of us and 
environmental protection is finally politically savvy thing to 
support. I encourage you to be as rigorous and cautious when 
examining this proposal as the FDA was $hen they banned the 
infamous Thalidomide in U.S.A. All the mothers of the nation will 
eventually thank you for it. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Yours Sincerely, 

(U^mtkkf 
Suvi Borodin 
32 West Aliens Lane 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 

a».Jfc. 
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Guru Shabad Singh Khalsa 
12021 Wilshire BI. #7041 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 

William Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

Ethyl Corporation's application to the EPA for approval of "HiTec 
3000" should be denied. This new gasoline additive, touted by 
Ethyl as "environmentally safe," contains manganese, a toxic 
heavy metal known to produce symptoms of Parkinson's disease at 
high doses. Adding "HiTec 3000" to gasoline will release into 
the environment large amounts of manganese, whose long-term 
effects on human health are unknown. 

Ethyl Corporation's last experimental exposure of the entire 
population of our nation to a toxic heavy metal began in 1925, 
when they were the first to champion the use of lead additives in 
gasoline. Leaded gas has, in the last 65 years, been a major 
contributing cause of chronic lead poisoning in millions of 
children around the world. 

Ethyl must not be allowed to conduct another such experiment as 
they reap great profits in the name of helping the environment! 
I strongly urge that you deny Ethyl Corporation's application for 
"HiTec 3000." 

Most sincerely, 

Guru Shabad Singh Khalsa 
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November 26, 1990 

Mr. William K. Reilly 
EPA Administrator 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

I am writing to ask you to reject Ethyl Corporation's application to use a 
manganese based compound as a gasoline additive. 

Society cannot afford to risk a repeat of the public health catastrophe 
that has occurred with the use of lead in gasoline. We do know that 
manganese In high doses Is a human toxin. 

Please do all you can to respond with a strong negative to this application. 
Thank you for your efforts. 

Sincerely yours, 

Thomas R. Demmon, P.E. 
3092 Brockwood N.E. 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49505 
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Judy Bernal 
626 Glen Holly Dr. 
Pasadena, CA 91105 

William Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

Ethyl Corporation's application to the EPA for approval of "HiTec 
3000" should be denied. This new gasoline additive, touted by 
Ethyl as "environmentally safe," contains manganese, a toxic 
heavy metal known to produce symptoms of Parkinson's disease at 
high doses. Adding "HiTec 3000" to gasoline will release into 
the environment large amounts of manganese, whose long-term 
effects on human health are unknown. 

Ethyl Corporation's last experimental exposure of the entire 
population of our nation to a toxic heavy metal began in 1925, 
when they were the first to champion the use of lead additives in 
gasoline. Leaded gas has, in the last 65 years, been a major 
contributing cause of chronic lead poisoning in mil'lions of 
children around the world. 

Ethyl must not be allowed to conduct another such experiment as 
they reap great profits in the name of helping the environment! 
I strongly urge that you deny Ethyl Corporation's application for 
"HiTec 3000." 

Most sincerely, 

JUdy Bernal 
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November 17, 1990 

Mr . Ul i 1 1 i am K . Reilly 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Uashinqton, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Re i11y, 

I am writing to express my concern over the Ethyl Cor
poration's proposed use of methycyclopentadienyl manganese 
tricarbonyl as a gasoline additive. The Ethyl Corporation 
introduced tetraethyl lead as a gasoline additive in 1925. 
The health impacts were never studied sufficiently. Lead 
poisoning is an epidemic in the U.S., partly as a result of 
this additive. We must not allow corporations such as Ethyl 
to profit from the introduction of toxic substances into our 
environment. Chemical companies have a tendency to focus on 
money and to neglect more important environmental consider-
at i ons. 

Please do not allow companies such as Ethyl, Dow, Grace 
and Dupont to introduce new chemicals without first proving 
that the new products are safe. Environmental damage should 
be repaired by the companies who create the damaging prod
ucts. 

Sincerely, 

Rober t S. L a V e l l e 
1376 Carr Av . 
Memphis, TN 38104 
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November 19, 1990 

William K. Reilly 
EPA Administrator 
Washington, DC 20460 

My dear Mr. Reilly, 

I am writing to urge you to REJECT the Ethyl Corporation's 
application to add methycyclopentadienyl manganese tricarbonyl 
(MMT) to gasoline. 

Society cannot afford tp repeat the public health catastrophe 
associated with the use of lead in gasoline! We have not yet 
conducted a massive human experiment with manganese, as we did 
with lead. But both what we know and what we do not know about 
the likely toxic effects of adding many thousands of tons of 
manganese to the environment MUST persuade EPA to REJECT Ethyl's 
application. 

From our tragic experience with lead, we know a great deal 
about the probably cumulative effects of such a use of manganese 
upon human exposure. We know that the gradual contamination 
of the environment by manganese will not be readily reversed. 
We know that manganese will accumulate in many places—particu
larly in urban dusts and soils—that are subject to intensive 
human interaction and that will be sources of direct human 
exposure to manganese. We do not know what a "safe" level 
of manganese exposure is, particularly for children or the 
aged who may be at increased risk. 

To disregard the clear lessons of 50 years by approving the 
widespread, and inevitably dispersive, use of manganese would 
be to invite repetition of the public health catastrophe associ
ated with the use of lead as a gasoline additive since 1925. 
I must urge you to reject Ethyl's application and to immediately 
suspend all currently permitted use of manganese as a gasoline 
additive in the United States. 

With good wishes and respect, 

J_JL̂ _ ^ , £&ff<A 
Ms. Lee F . Doyle 
524 California Street 
Newtonville, MA 02160 
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2063 Geneva Ave. N. 
Oakdale, MN 55128 
November 5, 1990 

Mr. William K. Reilly 
EPA Administrator 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I am writing you to request that the EPA reject the Ethyl 
Corporation's application to add methycyclopentadienyl manganese 
tricarbonyl (MMT) to gasoline. Although Ethyl will claim that 
the acceptance of its application is of critical national 
importance due to MMT's ability to enhance octane and reduce 
tailpipe emissions, it is a very short-sighted solution (energy-
wise) and merely trades one pollution for another. They also 
claim that the amount of MMT to be added is negligible and that 
MMT is poisonous only in high doses. However, Ethyl made the 
same claims about lead in 1925 so they have already thrown away 
their credibility. Although there have been no massive studies 
on the effects of manganese on humans and the environment, I ask 
that what we do know and do not know about the likely toxic 
effects of adding large amount of manganese to the environment 
will persuade you to reject Ethyl's application. 

Sincerely, 

tfaMyAtAiUa' 
Kathy Sedro 
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Nov. 9, 1990 

William K. Reilly 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

I am strongly urging that the Environmental Protection 
Agency reject Ethyl Corporation's request for approval of 
methycyclopentadienyl manganese tricarbonyl (MMT). No data have 
been given indicating the potential cumulative health effects of 
massive inputs of this toxic metal into the environment. There 
is no in-depth review of the health effects of manganese on 
humans, and nor is there sufficient data regarding manganese 
toxicity. These gaps in data must be filled before making a 
decision that could release many thousands of tons of manganese 
into the environment. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Rollin 
3208 Cahuenga BI. W. #120 
Los Angeles, CA 90068 
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Marybeth Cameron 
348 N. Oakhurst Dr. #D 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 

William Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

Ethyl Corporation's application to the EPA for approval of "HiTec 
3000" should be denied. This nev; gasoline additive, touted by 
Ethyl as "environmentally safe," contains manganese, a toxic 
heavy metal known to produce symptoms of Parkinson's disease at 
high doses. Adding "HiTec 3000" to gasoline will release into 
the environment large amounts of manganese, whose long-term 
effects on human health are unknown. 

Ethyl Corporation's last experimental exposure of the entire 
population of our nation to a toxic heavy metal began in 1925, 
when they were the first to champion the use of lead additives in 
gasoline. Leaded gas has, in the last 65 years, been a major 
contributing cause of chronic lead poisoning in millions of 
children around the world. 

Ethyl must not be allowed to conduct another such experiment as 
they reap great profits in the name of helping the environment! 
I strongly urge that you deny Ethyl-Corporation's application for 
"HiTec 3000." 

Most sinqerely, 

A 
Marybeth VCameron 
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MERRILL ^ ^ 
CORPORATION ^»T 
CORPORATE, LEGAL, FINANCIAL PRINTING 345 CALIFORNIA STREET, SUITE 1600 

SAN FRANCISCO,CA94104-PHONE:(415) 296-0300 

January 3, 1991 

William K. Reilly 
EPA Administrator 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I am anxiously looking forward to hearing you speak to the 
Commonwealth Club in San Francisco on January 9 to hear more 
about the EPA's direction for this decade. 

Mr. Reilly, I am writing today to ask you to reject Ethyl 
Corporation's application to use MMT. The parallels between 
Ethyl's 1990 proposal to use manganese and its 1925 lead proposal 
are chilling. The purported reductions, if any, are very small 
and are overwhelmed by the health costs of exposure to manganese. 

Please reject this new application and immediately suspend all 
currently permitted use of manganese as a aasoline additive in 
the United States. 

Thank you for taking my opinion into considerations. 

Aj/6^ 
iSusanne M. Karch 
17 Bulkley Avenue 
S a u s a l i t o , CA 94965 

SAN FRANCISCO NEWYORK NEWARK BOSTON WASHINGTON. D.C. ATLANTA CHICAGO MINNEAPOLIS/ST PAUL DALLAS DENVER SEATTLE NEWPORT BEACH SAN DIEGO LOS ANGELES 
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5332 E. Michelle Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254 
January 2, 1991 

Mr. William K. Reilly 
EPA Administrator 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

Our Environmental Defense Fund Letter informs us that the Ethyl Corporation 
wants to introduce a new additive to our gasoline, methycyclopentadienyl 
manganese tricarbonyl (MMT) and is asking for EPA approval to do so. 

We can only hope and pray that you and the other EPA officials will give them 
a resounding "NO"! We do not need the accumulation of any more additives 
chemicals, pesticides, etc. added to our soil and atmosphere. Will we never 
learn? We are having a hard enough time attempting to clean up what has 
already spoiled our earth. 

We are enclosing the EDF article referred to in this letter, and we do hope 
the EPA will not let another "lead tragedy" become reality once again! 

Thank you for your concern and attention to this most important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Judith N. Stepan 7 

U/xU/oaZu^ E* 
William E. Stepan 

enc 
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A New Idea from the Folks Who Gave Us Leaded Gas 

ELLEN K. SILBERGELD 

By EDFtoxkologistDr. Ellen K. Silbergeld, 
who was the only environmentalist to 
appear before the Environmental Protec
tion Agency (EPA) to urge rejection of an 
application to use a manganese-based 
compound as a gasoline additive. 

I n 1925, the Ethyl Corporation intro
duced its new gasoline additive, tetra

ethyl lead, as "a gift of God." It took us 
over 50 years to realize how diabolical 
this "gift" proved to be. The hard-won 

removal ol most lead 
from gasoline repre
sents one of EPA's 
most significant pub
lic health achieve
ments. I am proud to 
have participated 
with EDF in that 
victory. 

Now, in 1990, 
Ethyl comes bearing 

yet another gift, methycyclopentadienyl 
manganese tricarbonyl (MMT), and asks 
EPA to approve it as an octane-enhancing 
gasoline additive. To this offering, EPA 
must just say "No." 

Lead poisoning is an epidemic in the 
U.S. Even after considerable reductions 

Amazingly, in light of the history 
of leaded gasoline, Ethyl finds it 
unnecessary to do anything more 
in 1990 than it did in 1925. 

have been imposed on the use of lead in 
gasoline—only after prolonged debate 
and litigation, it should be noted—we are 
just now confronting the extraordinarily 
difficult challenge of cleaning up the 
residues of lead fallout from playgrounds, 
roadsides, and backyards in America. 

The parallels between Ethyl's 1990 
proposal to use manganese and its 1925 
lead proposal are chilling. The exclusive 
justification for each additive is its 
purported effect on emissions of hydro
carbons and nitrous oxides from cars. No 
data were or are given on the potential 
cumulative health effects of massive 
inputs of a toxic metal into the environ
ment, its deposition on surface dusts and 
soils, or its long-term fate and pathways 
of exposure to humans. 

In 1925. Ethyl argued that the amounts 
of lead to be added to gasoline were negli
gible and that lead was only toxic at the 
high doses encountered in certain in
dustrial settings. In 1990, it argues that 

With ever-increasing numbers of cars on the 
road, manganese added to gasoline would— 
like lead—accumulate in the environment 
with potentially tragic results, particularly in 
urban areas. 

the manganese releases to the environ
ment will be insignificant and that man
ganese is only toxic at high doses in 
industrial settings. 

In both cases, the critical national 
importance of accepting Ethyl's additive 
is argued. In a well-funded ad campaign 
claiming that MMT can reduce tailpipe 
emissions, Ethyl is seeking to exploit 
public concern over pollutants in global 
and local air. The purported reductions, 
if any. are very small and are over
whelmed by the health costs of exposure 
to manganese. 

Amazingly, in light of the history of 
leaded gasoline, Ethyl finds it unnecessary 
to do anything more in 1990 than it did in 
1925. Ignoring contrary evidence, it 
selectively cites bits of data to support its 
contention that the use of MMT will not 
increase airborne manganese concentra
tions over cities, and provides no data on 
the impacts of manganese additives on 
manganese levels in other parts of the 
environment. It presents no in-depth 
review of the health effects of manganese, 
nor—more important—any discussion 
of critical gaps in the data about manga
nese toxicity that must be filled before a 
decision that could release many thou
sands of tons of manganese to the 
environment can be approved. 

The data on manganese are relatively 
sparse compared to lead—we have not 
yet conducted a massive human experi

ment with manganese. But both what we 
know and what we do not know about the 
likely toxic effects of adding large amounts 
of manganese to the environment must 
persuade EPA to reject this application. 

We know that manganese at high 
dose is a demonstrated human neurotoxin, 
with persistent and irreversible patho
logical effects on brain structure and 
resulting severe impairments in move
ment and mental state. We have indica
tions that manganese may also selectively 
affect the fetus, the young, and the aged. 

We do not know what the long-term 
chronic, low-dose effects of human expo
sure to manganese are. We do not know 
what a "safe" level of manganese expo
sure is. particularly for the young or the 
aged who may be at increased risk. We do 
not know if manganese is carcinogenic, 
although there is evidence that it can 
break DNA, which may indicate cancer-
causing potential. 

But from our tragic experience with 
lead, we know a great deal about the 
likely cumulative effects of such a use 
upon human exposure. We know that 
the gradual contamination of the environ
ment by manganese will not be readily 
reversed. We know that manganese will 

Society cannot afford to repeat 
the public health catastrophe 
associated with the use of lead 
in gasoline. 

accumulate in many places—particularly 
in urban dusts and soils—that are subject 
to intensive human interaction and that 
will be sources of direct human exposure 
to manganese. 

We rarely have an opportunity to 
apply the clear lesson; of 50 years of 
very similar experience. To disregard 
these lessons by approving the widespread 
and inevitably dispersive use of man
ganese would be to invite repetition of 
the public health catas:rophe associated 
with the use oi lead as a gasoline additive 
since 1925. Society cannot afford such a 
repetition. EDF is urging EPA to reject 
this new application and immediately 
suspend all currently permitted use of 
manganese as a gasoline additive in the 
United States. 

EOF MEMBER ACTION ALERT 
Concerned mt mbers car. help by writing to 
EPA Administrator William K. Reilly 
(Washington. DC 20460) urging him to 
reject Ethyl's application to use MMT. 
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4982 Sentinel Drive, Apt. 304 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816 
December 14, 1990 

Mr. Fred Krupp, Executive Director 
Environmental Defense Fund 
257 Park Avenue South 
New York City, New York 10010 

Dear Mr. Krupp: 

I have received the Environmental Defense Fund Letter of 
October 1990, Vol XXII, #4, which, on page 7, contains a diatrabe 
by Ms. Silbergeld against the Ethyl Corporation and its advocacy 
of a managanese additive to increase the efficiency of gasoline 
motor fuel. No credible or even incredible scientific or statis
tical evidence was advanced -- the article as published is based 
on the fact that the Ethyl Corp. introduced lead as an additive to 
gasoline many years ago and that lead poisoned the atmosphere 
until its removal by EPA some years ago. Ergo - the manganese 
addition must be bad too! 

At the time lead was added to gasoline, I was not (nor do I 
think many other persons were) aware of the dangers of atmospheric-
lead. Indeed, considering the low numbers of cars in those days, 
the danger probably was not great. Only the proliferation of 
people, cars, and urban crowding exacerbated the danger. Now we 
are removing old paint from buildings, old plumbing, old water 
fountains because we are aware of dangers, but I see no articles 
excoriating paint or plumbing companies. 

Of course manganese in high concentrations is toxic. So are 
most other elements. So is salt. However, we know (if nutrition 
experts are to be trusted) that we need certain quantities of the 
so-called "toxic" elements to support our life systems, as do 
other animals and plants. That is why certain of these elements 
are routinely added to fertilizers. 

In 35 years of close contact with manganese as a specialist 
on manganese for the U.S. Geological Survey, having visited hun
dreds of manganese deposits and mines extracting manganese min
erals of widely varying composition on five continents, I have 
never encountered health problems attributed to manganese in 
workers in the industry. This does not mean that manganese in 
certain forms cannot be toxic; rather it means that allegations as 
to toxicity need to be backed up by carefully documented facts. 

It is very important for environmental organizations to 
avoid ill-informed and exaggerated attacks on industries. Many 
industries are advancing the state of the science and art of 
avoiding damage to the environment. Some are not. Environmental 
organizations should encourage and assist those companies that are 
making honest effort and chastize those which are not. Many 
commodities needed by our complex civilization cannot be produced 
without some danger to the environment. Should we return to 
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caves? Could we? 

Environmentalists characteristically underestimate the force 
of the mating instinct and the adaptability of animals to changing 
environments. Last August I had the pleasure of seeing hundreds 
of sea otters, seals, sea lions, eagles, various sea birds, on 
Prince William Sound. One would never learn of this recovery from 
the many environmental organizations to which I contribute. In 
the Prudhoe Bay oil fields I saw the complete compatibility of 
local wildlife and intelligent industrial development, but all I 
get from the environmental organizations to which I belong are 
outraged cries about possible development of ANWAR. 

Environmental organizations should ask themselves whether 
the Often shrill and misleading attacks on industries that are 
doing their best to provide needed commodities with minimal 
environmental cost are not responsible for our defeats last elec
tion day. The public is getting fed up and cynical, as well it 
might. Our past victories and the ones we still have to win, such 
as the elimination or at least strict control of clear-cutting, 
must be based on the education of the public in a responsible 
manner. The public is not stupid. We must supply objective, 
accurate information if we hope to receive continued support from 
the public. 

Yours truly, 

Lf'b^a. lAk^ \ -iJPePZp 
ff John Van N. Dorr I I 

CC:î Mr. William Reilly, EPA Administrator -̂  
Mr. Jay Hair, President, National Wildlife Federation 
Ms. Sue Merrow, President, Sierra Club 
Mr. John Sawhill, President, Nature Conservancy 
Mr. Peter A. Berle, President, National Audubon Society 
Mr. Robert Heist, President, Natural Resources Defense Council 
Mr. George Frampton, President, Wilderness Society 
Mr. Anthony White, President, Audubon Naturalist Society 
Mr. Peter Bahouth, President, Greenpeace 
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EDF and Cancer Researchers 
Join to Save the Pacific Yew 
P rominent cancer researchers and ten 

environmental groups joined EDF in 
petitioning Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan 
to list the Pacific yew (Taxus brevifolia) 
as a threatened species under the En
dangered Species Act. Simultaneously, 
the American Cancer Society urged Lujan 
to "take any and all actions to protect the 
Pacific yew as a 'threatened species.'" 

The bark of the tree, a slow-growing 
species found mainly in the ancient forests 
of the Pacific Northwest, is the only 
known source of taxol, one of the most 
promising new drugs for treating various 
cancers, including advanced ovarian can
cer. A shortage of natural taxol is constrain
ing medical research, and all attempts to 
synthesize the drug have failed. 

"It is incredible that the Pacific yew 
receives virtually no protection on either 
private or public lands, in view of its 
rarity and importance to cancer research 
and treatment," said EDF attorney-sci
entist Bruce S. Manheim, who drafted 
the petition to Lujan. 

The Pacific yew was once found widely 
in forests from Alaska to central Cali
fornia, but it has been seriously depleted 
by heavy logging. According to one 
estimate, only 5% of original Pacific yew 
habitat in ancient forests remains. 

The thin bark of the yew makes it 
particularly vulnerable to clearcut logging 
and burning. Moreover, the yew does not 
grow fast enough to reestablish itself in 
tree plantations during the typical 50-to-
80 year rotation. 

Taxol's extraordinary effectiveness as 
an anti-cancer compound was shown in a 
recent trial in which it produced a positive 
response in 30%of ovarian cancer patients 
who had not responded to previous 
treatment. Preliminary results from other 

Attorney-scientist Bruce S. Manheim has 
worked with 30 states to develop programs to 
protect endangered wild plant species. 

studies suggest that taxol may also help 
in treating breast cancer, non-small cell 
lung cancer, head, neck, and stomach 
cancers, and malignant melanoma. 

Listing the Pacific yew as a threatened 
species would authorize the Federal 
Government to protect the species from 
habitat destruction and commercial ex
ploitation. It would permit a controlled 
sustainable harvest for medical research 
while prohibiting unauthorized collection 
of the tree for other purposes. 

"The yew is a tangible example of the 
need to protect forests and the myriad 
living resources within them," said 
Manheim. "If we do not, we will have 
squandered a rich storehouse of natural 
products that, like taxol, may have 
enormous medical value." 

Task Forceto Study 
Fast-Food Trash 
Continued from page 1. 
it has the clout and the ability to make 
this an important study by transforming 
the recommendations into an impressive 
set of actions. The joint study could have 
broad implications for all producers and 
users of plastic and paper packaging, in 
both food and non-food industries," 
Denison said. 

Krupp emphasized the unique nature 
of the task force. "We hope this process 
will demonstrate how business and en
vironmental groups with very different 
perspectives can nevertheless work to
gether to improve the environment," he 
said. "At the same time, our agreement 
provides for each organization to preserve 
its independence and integrity." He 
emphasized that EDF will continue to 
pursue strong legislation and litigation 
on solid waste issues. 

Press Reaction to Joint Announcement 

"Big Mac Joins With Big Critic 
To Cut Trash" 

— The Wall Street Journal 

"...may break ground in the fight to 
i protect the environment." I 

—The Boston Globe j 

"The concept of peaceful negotiation of 
differences may not find many takers in 

I the Middle East. But it's gained new life 
here at home between a major envi-

\ ronmental group that usually sues 
: waste-producers and one of its most 

likely targets, the giant McDonald's 
fast-food chain." 

The Tribune, Oakland, California 

"One welcome side effect of the plan is 
McDonald's decision not to build incin-

j erators at its restaurants to burn wastes." 
—Star Tribune, Minneapolis-St. Paul 
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A New Idea from the Folks Who Gave Us Leaded Gas 
By EDFtoxicologistDr. Ellen K. Silbergeld, 
who was the only environmentalist to 
appear before the Environmental Protec
tion Agency (EPA) to urge rejection of an 
application to use a manganese-based 
compound as a gasoline additive. 

I n 1925, the Ethyl Corporation intro
duced its new gasoline additive, tetra

ethyl lead, as "a gift of God." It took us 
over 50 years to realize how diabolical 
this "gift" proved to be. The hard-won 

removal of most lead 
from gasoline repre
sents one of EPA's 
most significant pub
lic health achieve
ments. I am proud to 
have participated 
with EDF in that 
victory. 

Now, in 1990, 
ELLEN K. SILBERGELD Ethyl comes bearing 

yet another gift, methycyclopentadienyl 
manganese tricarbonyl (MMT), and asks 
EPA to approve it as an octane-enhancing 
gasoline additive. To this offering, EPA 
must just say "No." 
• Lead poisoning is an epidemic in the 

U.S. Even after considerable reductions 

Amazingly, in light of the history 
of leaded gasoline, Ethyl finds it 
unnecessary to do anything more 
in 1990 than it did in 1925. 

have been imposed on the use of lead in 
gasoline—only after prolonged debate 
and litigation, it should be noted—we are 
just now confronting the extraordinarily 
difficult challenge of cleaning up the 
residues of lead fallout from playgrounds, 
roadsides, and backyards in America. 

The parallels between Ethyl's 1990 
proposal to use manganese and its 1925 
lead proposal are chilling. The exclusive 
justification for each additive is its 
purported effect on emissions of hydro
carbons and nitrous oxides from cars. No 
data were or are given on the potential 
cumulative health effects of massive 
inputs of a toxic metal into the environ
ment, its deposition on surface dusts and 
soils, or its long-term fate and pathways 
of exposure to humans. 

In 1925, Ethyl argued that the amounts 
of lead to be added to gasoline were negli
gible and that lead was only toxic at the 
high doses encountered in certain in
dustrial settings. In 1990, it argues that 

With ever-increasing numbers of cars on the 
road, manganese added to gasoline would— 
like lead—accumulate in the environment 
with potentially tragic results, particularly in 
urban areas. 

the manganese releases to the environ
ment will be insignificant and that man
ganese is only toxic at high doses in 
industrial settings. 

In both cases, the critical national 
importance of accepting Ethyl's additive 
is argued. In a well-funded ad campaign 
claiming that MMT can reduce tailpipe 
emissions, Ethyl is seeking to exploit 
public concern over pollutants in global 
and local air. The purported reductions, 
if any, are very small and are over
whelmed by the health costs of exposure 
to manganese. 

Amazingly, in light of the history of 
leaded gasoline, Ethyl finds it unnecessary 
to do anything more in 1990 than it did in 
1925. Ignoring contrary evidence, it 
selectively cites bits of data to support its 
contention that the use of MMT will not 
increase airborne manganese concentra
tions over cities, and provides no data on 
the impacts of manganese additives on 
manganese levels in other parts of the 
environment. It presents no in-depth 
review of the health effects of manganese, 
nor—more important—any discussion 
of critical gaps in the data about manga
nese toxicity that must be filled before a 
decision that could release many thou
sands of tons of manganese to the 
environment can be approved. 

The data on manganese are relatively 
sparse compared to lead—we have not 
yet conducted a massive human experi

ment with manganese. But both what we 
know and what we do not know about the 
likely toxic effects of adding large amounts 
of manganese to the environment must 
persuade EPA to reject this application. 

We know that manganese at high 
dose is a demonstrated human neurotoxin, 
with persistent and irreversible patho
logical effects on brain structure and 
resulting severe impairments in move
ment and mental state. We have indica
tions that manganese may also selectively 
affect the fetus, the young, and the aged. 

We do not know what the long-term 
chronic, low-dose effects of human expo
sure to manganese are. We do not know 
what a "safe" level of manganese expo
sure is, particularly for the young or the 
aged who may be at increased risk. We do 
not know if manganese is carcinogenic, 
although there is evidence that it can 
break DNA, which may indicate cancer-
causing potential. 

But from our tragic experience with 
lead, we know a great deal about the 
likely cumulative effects of such a use 
upon human exposure. We know that 
the gradual contamination of the environ
ment by manganese will not be readily 
reversed. We know that manganese will 

Society cannot afford to repeat 
the public health catastrophe 
associated with the use of lead 
in gasoline. 

accumulate in many places—particularly 
in urban dusts and soils—that are subject 
to intensive human interaction and that 
will be sources of direct human exposure 
to manganese. 

We rarely have an opportunity to 
apply the clear lessons of 50 years of 
very similar experience. To disregard 
these lessons by approving the widespread 
and inevitably dispersive use of man
ganese would be to invite repetition of 
the public health catastrophe associated 
with the use of lead as a gasoline additive 
since 1925. Society cannot afford such a 
repetition. EDF is urging EPA to reject 
this new application and immediately 
suspend all currently permitted use of 
manganese as a gasoline additive in the 
United States. 

EDF MEMBER ACTION ALERT 
Concerned members can help by writing to 
EPA Administrator William K. Reilly 
(Washington, DC 20460) urging him to 
reject Ethyl's application to use MMT. 
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December 30, 1990 

William Reilly 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I am writing to you to urge you not to accept e t h y l ' s application to use 
f-TMT as a gasoline addi t ive . We already know that high doses of manganese 
are severly toxic to human beings. We do not yet know what the effects of 
long term low doses are . To approve t h i s additive not knowing t h i s very 
gangerous, and shortsighted. We only have to look at what happened with 
lead as a gasoline additive to see the possible consequences and cos t . 
Please don' t l e t yourself be responsible for a repeat catastrophe. 

Rebecca Bradshaw, 
14 Webber Rd. 
Haydenville, MA 01039 
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January 1, 1991 

Donald F. and Marilyn M. Vance 
8167 Brookside Drive 
Olmsted Falls, OH 44138 

William K. Reilly 
EPA Administrator 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

We are writing this to ask you to reject, the application 

of the Ethyl Corporation to use MMT as an additive in 

gasoline. There are too many unanswered questions involved 

regarding the impact of manganese on the environment to allow 

the plan to proceed at this time. 

Regards, 

Donald F. Vance 

mittx^ 
Marilyw'M. Vance 
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Ken Maloney 
Julie Ford-Maloney 
7051 Ellis, #31 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 

January 1, 1991 

William K. Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Re: Ethyl Corporation - MMT gasoline additive 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

We must not repeat our costly mistake of 1925 when the above 
corporation introduced tetraethyl lead into our environment. The 
terrible consequences are known to all of us. 

At that time, it was argued that the amounts of lead added to 
gasoline were too negligible to be harmful. Of course, we now 
recognize that tragic mistake. 

Unfortunately, however, the same is now being said about MMT, with 
as little justification. It is our understanding that high levels 
of manganese are very toxic to humans. It is also our 
understanding that we do not know what a safe level of manganese 
is. We do know that it will, if allowed to be added to our fuel, 
accumulate in our dust and soil over the years. 

Surely prudence dictates that an additive with such destructive 
potential must be rejected, and we urge the Environmental 
Protection Agency to do so. 

Maloney and Julie Ford-Malq 
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24 December 1990 

William K. Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Sir, 

Please reject the Ethyl Corporation's application to use MMT 
(methycyclopentadienyl manganese tricarbonyl) as an additive for 
gasoline. 

I believe that MMT unknown risks are much greater than the 
purported benefits of reductions in tailpipe emissions (probably 
a negligible percentage, if any at all). 

The 1990's MMT is highly reminiscent of the Ethyl 
Corporation's 1920's tetraethyl lead application. We as a 
society learned after the fact that tetraethyl lead was a health 
and environmental mistake. 

Please either reject their application outright or require 
an in-depth review of the cumulative health effects (toxicity) of 
massive amounts (thousands of tons) of additional manganese in 
the environment. 

Since existing data on manganese is minimal, an extensive 
research program must be implemented even before an in-depth 
review can occur. 

Please don't allow MMT to be a repeat of the problem we had 
with tetraethyl lead. 

Sincerely, A) 

Z^4Arcru^S^y^M^e>* 
Larry Erickson 
2470 S.W. 173rd Court 
Beaverton, OR 97006 
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P.O. Box 234 
<_^ Syosset.NY 11791-0234 

CTORSCT K M M I D 3 AAD6T POLttrTlCN OT TIE PWimMBfT 

December 26 , 1990 
Dear Mr. Reilly, 

I have recently read articles regarding the poss
ible addition of manganese based compounds as gasoline additives. 
I would be interested in any information your office has on this 
item as it relates to the health, safety and welfare of people. 
We have already received information from the Environmental De
fense Fund and wish to hear both sides to better understand 
the effects of this new idea. I would appreciate a timely response 
to this request. 

Sincerely, 

^ ^ £ U Q A - L , 
Ira Rubin 

Syosset Homeowners Against 
Pollution of the Environment 
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Winchester Street, Apt. 2 
Brookline,MA02H6 

December 25, 1990 

Mr. William K. Reilly 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Sir: 

I recently read an article about the Ethyl Corporation's proposal to introduce MMT as a gasoline 
additive, and I am writing this letter in hopes that you will reject this dangerous idea. Little is 
known about the effects of MMT on the environment or upon human health. It is known, 
however, that MMT is a toxic metal. Looking at the United States' past history with regard to lax 
regulation of toxins and their resulting effects, I must urge you not to consider this proposal 
until conclusive and independent studies have determined the safety of MMT. 

Sincerely, 

Fiona Ritchie 
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809 N. Brady St. 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
December 22, 1990 

William K. Reilly 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I urge you to reject the Ethyl Corporation application for use of methycy
clopentadienyl manganese tricarbonyl, MMT, as an octane-enhancing gaso
line additive. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
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Marc Vahanian 
Susan Vahanian 
6609 Lemona Ave. 
Van Nuys, CA 91405 

William Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

Ethyl Corporation's application to the EPA for approval of "HiTec 
3000" should be denied. This new gasoline additive, touted by 
Ethyl as "environmentally safe," contains manganese, a toxic 
heavy metal known to produce symptoms of Parkinson's disease at 
high doses. Adding "HiTec 3000" to gasoline will release into 
the environment large amounts of manganese, whose long-term 
effects on human health are unknown. 

Ethyl Corporation's last experimental exposure of the entire 
population of our nation to a toxic heavy metal began in 1925, 
when they were the first to champion the use of lead additives in 
gasoline. Leaded gas has, in the last 65 years, been a major 
contributing cause of chronic lead poisoning in millions of 
children around the world. 

Ethyl must not be allowed to conduct another such experiment as 
they reap great profits in the name of helping the environment! 
We strongly urge that you deny Ethyl Corporation's application 
for "HiTec 3000." 

Most sincerely, 

/A\jtMAlA% 

Marc Vahanian A\ 

Susan Vahanian 



P.98 

90 :2d 1103006 

fybfi&fr 
'mum 'moo 

VcO 

Q3Ai303b' 

J 



P.99 

_-, k W . f̂ U" 
II Ufa 

UJL.CLU^/tJ^ UJK 

ifcuc. .5 e/nLcimiĈ ^A QM/dunji 
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